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Synopsis

Letd ™s pop a cork and drink a toast to Americad ™s very best, most popular wine course!
Windows on the World Complete Wine Course is celebrating its silver anniversary, and this classic
volume now has new, updated material that wine lovers will savor.For this new edition, Kevin
traveled to eighty wine regions in twenty countries, tasting more than 4,000 wines and meeting 500
winemaking professionals. To assure that he had all the latest wine-producing news, he recently
visited vineyards in Austria, Hungary, Greece, New Zealand, South Africa, Chile, and Argentina.
Plus, he has updated Wine-Buying Strategies, best vintages, wine lists, and labels. As always, the
book includes Wine Basics, Tasting Wine, Matching Wine and Food, Frequently Asked Questions
About Wine, and a Selected Glossary. Zraly goes region-by-region, with the wines organized from
simple to complex. By following Kevina ™s order, readers will experience the best wines and a wide
diversity of tastes, styles, regions, and countries.ltd ™s not only a comprehensive and
bargain-priced hands-on wine education, and a superb catalog from which to start a wine cellar or
find the right bottle, itd ™s also an inexpensive way to get the knowledge Kevin imparts in his

outstanding course. This is clearly the wine guide against which all others are judged.A
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Customer Reviews

Windows on the World Complete Wine Course: 25th Anniversary Edition is the number one book to

learn about wine. It's a complete, readable guide to wine regions, grape varietals, wine pairing, and



much much more. You'll learn about all the major wine regions, their typical grape varietals, and
distinguishing characteristics. Throughout the book specific, easily available, and affordable wines
are profiled by winery. Special sections take this further: wine tasting "courses" of flights of different
wines to compare; 101 favorite wines; and wines to begin a wine cellar.Now, in it's 25 Anniversary
edition it's been enlarged further with new sections on Austria, Hungary, and Greece. The wine lists
have been updated and enlarged, and sections Chile, Argentina, and New Zealand have been
expanded given their influence in the world of wine today.I've completed two levels of the excellent
Wine and Spirit Education Trust’s wine programs. I'm amazed that Kevin Zraly’s Windows on the
World is just as thorough and is basically the intermediate level - in a book. | refer back to it often,

and give it as gifts to friends who want to increase their appreciation of wine.

This is a great introduction for anyone new to wine, as | was. This is not intended to be the most
complete reference for all wine, but is instead a colorful, focused, entertaining overview of wine
today. Each chapter focuses on a different region or type of wine, providing background information
on each wine area, the author’s favorite wineries/producers from the area, a sample tasting (he
picks several wines for you to try and also suggests alternatives if you can’t find those particular
bottles) and a quiz at the end to help you retain some of that information. A great book for any wine

lover!

This book is named after the restaurant "Windows on the World" (WotW) which was near the top of
the World Trade Center (NYC). Although | had been to the top of the WTC many times, | never
made it to WotW. | wish | had. If this book is any indication (especially the 2003 edition with stories
and pictures about the restaurant itself), it must have been a wonderful experience.For beginners,
this book should be read after "Wine for Dummies" (WfD). | recommend WfD as the book to
purchase if you only want one book. If you want two or more, which is very likely, the second one is
this one, "Windows on the World Complete Wine Course" (WotWCWC). This book covers reds and
whites, in depth, as well as a clearly diagrammed set of geography pictures and notes.The author
takes out much of the snobbishness of others, presenting a great deal of information in an attractive
manner. This is great for the library as well as a book that can be laid out on a table for casual
reading by guests.There is a FAQ section towards the back that is very good. There are also some
suggestions for starting your own collection and for those that want to make a restaurant wine list
(which is also a must-read because some of it will apply to your own collection).This book is a

must-have for a wine library. Your guests will also appreciate it.



I’'m a waiter. | have been for more years than | care to remember, to be honest. And, as a waiter,
part of my job is to know a thing or two about wines. But of course, | don’t know everything. | think
the author of this book, Kevin Zraly, comes pretty close though, but his brilliance is not in showing
you his knowledge. It’s in doing so without talking down to you, or by dragging you through a long,
academic book of endless facts and figures. What Zraly does is write a clear, organized,
knowledgeable, and often humorous look at wines, from Bordeaux to Zinfandel; from wine pouring
methods to wine tasting methods; from Washington State to South Australia. All along it's an
amazingly easy read. And while it is no doubt indispensable for those new to the wine game, it is
vital for any of us who do know a lot about wine, but don’t always remember all of it. What are the
major white wine grapes from the Loire Valley? It's in there. What is the AOC, and how does it
work? In there. What's the difference between a port and a sherry. All there. This new updated
version is miles better, and more picturesque than the old crappy 1988 edition | had been holding on
to all this time. So glad | got this at . Even if | don’t read it again, it's a great looking hard cover book

at a great price!

| just finished reading the book last night and | was blown away by how much | learned from it.
Zraly’s style of writing is very easy to understand as well as fun to read. The book covers the main
wine growing regions of the world, as well as the wines grown in each region, types of grapes, some
interesting anecdotes and what wines to pair with what food. | truly think Zraly went the extra mile
on this book to make sure that just about every question a beginner to wine might have is answered.
After reading the book, every time you walk down the wine aisle of your local grocery shop, you will
have a very good grasp of the endless brands, and types of wines that are available today. | was
truly impressed by the information in this book and the way it was presented. | strongly recommend
this book to anyone that wants to learn about this wonderful subject. If the book worth 3 times as
much, | would still say it’s a bargain considering how much restaurant wine courses cost. Buy it and
you wont be dissapointed.
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